LORD    CURZON                              69
and another to possess the personality to dragoon a nation into allowing it to be done. The new Prime Minister also possessed charm and sincerity of purpose, but his capacity as a leader was doubtful. It can well be conjectured that, had he survived, he would have incurred the displeasure of the people who at that moment were placing their trust in him. When it came to the point, the nation would not allow anything as drastic as a cure for its disease, it would merely want the pain alleviated. Whoever became Conservative leader would be expected to administer drugs for ten or twelve years without drawing a knife to the causes. The man who gave the greatest hope at that moment for a speedy and successful cure was Mr. Baldwin, the midland industrialist. He was even less overcast by the cloud of responsible statesmanship than his leader. The fact that the public had not heard of him did not matter. The times were favourable for him, but the future was full of snares.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Foreign Secretary held the key positions in the new Cabinet. Mr. Baldwin stood for the first time before the public gaze when he travelled to Washington to settle the American debt. That is a question which must be dealt with under its own heading. For the moment it is sufficient to point out that Mr. Bonar Law was never satisfied with the terms he accepted, and considered that before long public opinion would also be dissatisfied. The point of interest is that Lord Curzon pleased the Prime Minister no better. At his handling of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Bonar Law became apprehensive after a very short while. He never considered Mr. Baldwin or Lord Curzon statesmen possessed of the greatest wisdom. The former seemed incapable of making a dramatic coup, the latter was always making dramatic coups only to crises of his own creating.
An example of the clash between the Prime Minister and Lord Curzon occurred at the Peace Conference at Lausanne which had been postponed for the General